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Joint Supervision Framework Agreement for Theses Outside France 

1. Agreement Objective
A Joint Thesis Supervision Agreement must be established when research professors from partner institutions wish to establish research collaborations to co-supervise a PhD student—a joint supervision designed to allow the student to earn a degree from each institution on the basis of a single thesis.
An Agreement Template and Instructions already exist for joint supervision agreements between institutions in Quebec and France. This document relates to any joint thesis supervision agreement between ÉTS and an institution located outside France.
1 
Requirements for joint thesis supervision:
· The student must be eligible for the PhD program in each partner institution;
· Both co-directors must be involved in a joint research project;
· Both co-directors must commit to supervising the student’s PhD research;
· The student must comply with the PhD program requirements of each partner institution;
· The student must agree to spend at least one year in each partner institution ;
· The stakeholders must provide a breakdown and commit to the financial terms of the joint thesis supervision.
2. Joint Supervision Agreement
For each student being jointly supervised, a standard “Joint Supervision Agreement” is provided and must include:
· Identification of the student and the co-directors
· Personalized Study Plan
· Rules governing the PhD jury composition
· Living arrangements
· Enrollment and tuition fee payment arrangements
· Financing arrangements
· Health or public liability insurance
[bookmark: _GoBack]

· Terms relating to research ethics, confidentiality protection and recognition of intellectual property
· Any other relevant consideration
· Identification of the signatories
ÉTS provides its professors with resources to help them draft a joint supervision agreement (agreement template, appendix templates, contacts). However, it is up to the professor to initiate the process and ensure follow up.
This document states the required parameters when preparing a joint thesis supervision agreement. The template and appendices, which are made available to professors, conform to these standards and their use is strongly recommended. It is possible, however, that the partner institution wishes to use its own agreement template; in such a case, the partner’s proposal must comply with the following standards:
2.1. Approvals
The Joint Supervision Agreement must be approved in each partner institution by the person in charge of the PhD Program and by the Dean of Faculty or an equivalent.
2.2. Duration
The Agreement is based on a projected 4 years of studies, after which the student must defend the thesis. Some foreign institutions may want an initial projected period of 3 years.
Regardless of the initial projected duration, it is possible to extend the duration of studies by one year, at the request of the thesis co-directors and with the authorization of the PhD Program Director of each partner institution.
2.3. Residency
The Agreement must include a student residency equivalent of at least one year in each partner institution.
2.4. Study Plan
The Study Plan must indicate the activities in which the student shall be registered for each semester and/or year of the Agreement, including the thesis defence. 
As the student must meet the requirements of each PhD program, the Study Plan must indicate if (and which) activities in one program are recognized as equivalent in the other program (recognition of prior learning); it is understood at the outset that the thesis defence shall be acknowledged by both institutions. 
The Study Plan must state that the student will complete the 3 stages of the PhD exam (research problem, written exam, oral exam). One of the last two stages can be done remotely (written exam or oral exam). 


2.5. Enrollment
The Agreement shall provide the student with full-time and continuous enrollment at ÉTS for the duration of the studies.
2.6. Tuition Fees
The Agreement shall preferably include tuition fees to be paid to ÉTS for the duration of studies. However, if the partner institution insists that the student shall not pay fees to ÉTS while residing at the partner institution, a tuition waiver may be provided for these periods.
2.7. Defence and Thesis Jury
The Agreement shall normally state that there will be only one defence, recognized by both partner institutions, and in which institution it will take place.
The rules governing jury composition must also be stated and meet the following standards: 
· The jury composition is approved by the Dean of Studies or Dean of Faculty of each partner institution, at the time the thesis is submitted for evaluation.
· Both co-directors are ex officio members, with the right to vote.
· Two professors from the partner institutions (one per institution) are members, with the right to vote.
· At least two research professors external to both institutions shall be added, with the right to vote. These persons must meet the criteria of “independent external jury” and may have the status of “Rapporteur”.
· A member of the jury acts as Chairman, but cannot be one of the two co-directors. The Chairman retains the right to vote, but does not have a deciding vote.
2.8. Financing Terms
The Agreement must specify which person(s) or authority (ies) is (are) responsible for funding the following items: 
· Student accommodation and living expenses 
· Tuition fees
· Student insurance fees
· Student travel expenses
· Travel and living expenses of co-directors
· Travel expenses of jury members
2.9. Confidentiality, research ethics and intellectual property
The Agreement shall detail any commitment by the signatories pertaining to confidentiality of information, research ethics, or recognition of intellectual property.
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